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TEACHERS TEMPLATE  

             GOOD PRACTICE BELGIUM 

TITLE    

 Thomas   4 years old 
  Main focus – holistic view on the child 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

Thomas is a mainstream boy of 4 years old who is exploring the whole time and is looking 
around.  His challenge is to focus on things.  He is a boy that enjoys to be alone and he is 
observing other children.   He is in his way social. He likes to talk in small groups. He likes to 
move and to play with al kind of materials. 
In the video (slide 10) it looks like he has problems. In fact it is a boy who is developing step by 
step but not always that interested.  We choosed fort his boy because it is necessary to be 
aware, we don’t need to see everywhere problems.  He is learning by observing the others and 
materials. 
The teacher is in contact with the parents who are mentioning the same.  
o Collaboration 

In the aspect of  ‘linkedness’ this aspect has a rule 
o Communication 

In the aspect of ‘well-being’ this aspect has a rule 
o Reflection  is part of the whole good practice – this is most of the time related to the fact it 

is really important to start from the needs / educational needs of the children. 
o Holistic view on the child 

Is integrated 
o Ethos   

Are we working really with children from their needs, talents, development ? 
o Adjustments 

Is integrated 

 

USED MATERIALS 

You write down what kind of material you use 
- POWERPOINT with 39 Slides 
- Video 1  is  2:41 minutes long (integrated in slide 2) 
- Video 2 is   1:27 minutes long  (in the link you need fragment 2 of the boy Thomas) 
                       (integrated in slide 10) 
Summary of the PowerPoint 
Slide     1         Title 
Slide  2-9       1. Look and listen : the importance of observation (pre-exercise) 
                       Slide 2 – global video 1 to learn to observe from the perspective of the children 
Slide 10-24   2. Observe and look : the importance of observing well-being and linkedness 
                       Slide 10 – video 2  of Thomas  
Slide 25-34   3. Observe and look : the importance of involvement 
                       Use the film of Thomas again (slide 10) 
Slide 35-38   4. Holistic view on development 
Slide 39         Summary 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE GOOD PRACTICE 

SLIDE 2 – 9                     1.  THE IMPORTANCE OF OBSERVATION  (pre-exercise) 
Slide 2 Look and observe 
Here the focus is to see what the children are doing and need. The focus is NOT on the teacher. 
That is why you don’t see the teacher. 
Slide 3   What are the needs of the children ? 
We focus on the perspective and needs of the children.. 
Slide 4 - 8 summary of the accents to start with. 
Do we start from the basic questions ? 
Slide 9 
Explanation of the model of process-orientated learning in global (see also article of the KEY) 
 
Slide 10-24                   2. Observe and look : the importance of observing well-being and 
linkedness 
 
Slide 10 observe and look 
Here you see the video of the boy Thomas.  Students get each an signals of WELL-BEING.  . 
Slide 11-13 signals of well-being 
The signals are explained one by one. 
Slide 14 
Summary 
Slide 15 
Explanation that well-being originates in the satisfaction of one or more basic needs 
Slide 16-17 
Well-being is a process, not a step by step plan – explanation by an image and words 
Slide 18 
The students can now try to give a level of well-being of the child.  
Thomas has a level 3.  Some will give 1 or 2, but in fact this is not really the case. 
Slide 19 
Summary to tell the importance of observing Well-being 
Slide 20-21 
On Slide 20 we show well-being is related to the fact you are linked in RELATIONS in a CONTEXT. 
The students make in groups a poster/mind-map of the different relations children have/need. 
After this they share it in group. 
Slide 22-23 
Here you read what a teacher/educator can do when the well-being is low 
Slide 24 
Here we summarize why we need a high level of well-being 
Slide 25-34                   3. Observe and look : the importance of involvement 
 
Slide 24-26 
These are introduction Slides about involvement 
Slide 10  (because of the use of the VIDEO) 
Slide 27-29 
The more the child is interested in something, the more involved it is, the more it will learn. 
Slide 30 
Extra if you want to use this. 
Slide 31 
When the level of involvement is low, the teacher need to adapt her activity. 
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Slide 32-33 
Some examples of screening-  red and orange – you have to work on involvement as a teacher 
Slide 34 
Again it is explained when you can observe during school/meeting time. 
 
Slide 35-38                     4. Holistic view on development 
 
Slide 35 
Here we focus on Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory the stress to see the child in the whole 
context. This is important for the holistic view, for communication, collaboration and adapt where 
necessary.   
Slide 36 
The students need to think how an activity as making puzzles can be more than a cognitive way of 
working. They need to find how you can integrate other ways of development. 
Thomas likes to observe and manipulate. So maybe, to start, he is not eager to make the puzzle or 
to do what the teacher expect. The teacher can motivate the child, but the child maybe wants to 
make a railway to play with a train.   
Slide 37 
The students see how it is necessary to take in account all kind of development not only the 
cognitive development. 
Slide 38 
An good practice of using all domains of development to observe and later on to talk about it with 
other teachers, persons or parents. 
Slide 39                          Summary 
 

 

POSSIBLE LESSONPLAN - ORFS 

OBSERVATION and REFLECTION 
 
The students are put in 5 groups. Some moments are in plenum other moments are in group. The 
teacher leads or coaches the group. 
You need 4 hours fort his workshop. 
 
SLIDE 2 – 9            1.  THE IMPORTANCE OF OBSERVATION  (pre-exercise) 
 
In this good practice  we first  train  the students to observe to see the needs of the children out 
from the perspective of the child and not out from the perspective of the teacher. 
 
Slide 2 Look and observe 
The students see a film of 2:41 minutes of 19 children who are doing ‘writing dance’ in a group. 
The children are 4-5 years old. 
Here the focus is to see what the children are doing and need. The focus is NOT on the teacher. 
That is why you don’t see the teacher. 
 
You can divide the students in 3 groups and each group observes some children. Group 1 of the 
students observes group A of the children, group 2  group B and group 3 group C. 
 
 
Image Formation of the children   x = child   (colour) = colour of the clothes of the child. 
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Slide 3   What are the needs of the children ? 
After listening to the students you can divide the answers in 2 groups. The perspective of the 
children en the perspective of the teacher 
We focus on the perspective and needs of the children. 
The students tell what they see.  In interaction with the students you can focus on what is really 
out from observation or more interpretation and needs from the children or more needs from the 
teacher. 
Slide 4 - 8 summary of the accents to start with. 
Do we start from the basic questions ? 
Slide 9 
Explanation of the model of process-orientated learning in global (see also article of the KEY) 
  
Slide 10-24                   2. Observe and look : the importance of observing well-being and 
linkedness 
 
We train the students to observe the signals  ‘well-being’ of the child by observing the boy Thomas 
in the classroom. Enjoyment, spontaneity, openness, relaxed and inner peace and vitality are the 
indicators. Factors as context, personal competences and self-esteem that have an influence on 
well-being are discussed. 
Linkedness is discussed in an exercise related to the situation of thomas but also in a more open 
way related to ideas of the students.  The linked is the relation with the context. 
 
Slide 10 observe and look 
Here you see the video of the boy Thomas. 
Students get each an signal of WELL-BEING.  There are 5 indicators. We don’t mention well-being 
yet.  On the small paper they get, the indicator is explained. 
The students need to observe only one indicator and then this can be discussed. 
Slide 11-13 signals of well-being 
The students can tell one by one (or in groups) what they saw related to the indicator 
Slide 14 
Summary 
Slide 15 
Explanation that well-being originates in the satisfaction of one ore more basic needs 
Slide 16 
Well-being is a process, not a step by step plan 
Slide 17 
Explanation of Slide 16 
Slide 18 
The students can now try to give a level of well-being of the child.  
Thomas has a level 3.  Some will give 1 or 2, but in fact this is not really the case. 
Slide 19 
Summary to tell the importance of observing Well-being 
Slide 20-21 
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On Slide 20 we show well-being is related to the fact you are linked in RELATIONS in a CONTEXT. 
The students make in groups a poster/mind-map of the different relations children have/need. 
After this they share it in group. 
Slide 22-23 
Here you read what a teacher/educator can do when the well-being is low 
Slide 24 
Here we summarize why we need a high level of well-being 
 
Slide 25-33                                     3. Observe and look : the importance of involvement 
 
Next to well-being and linkedness, the students observe the involvement of the child by anoter 
group of signals as : concentration, persistency, openness an accurancy, intense mental activity, 
motivation and satisfaction and  urge to explore. 
 
Slide 25-26 
These are introduction Slides about involvement 
Slide 10  (because of the use of the VIDEO) 
You can show slide 10 again with the video of Thomas to observe the involvement of Thomas. 
Each student again get one signal of involvement. Now the have to observe this. 
Alternative  - one of the students of each group needs to make a puzzle. The other students of the 
group observes the puzzling student. The student who puzzles doesn’t know what the other 
students are doing. 
Slide 27-29 
The students talk or discuss about the signals of involvement.  The more the child is interested in 
something, the more involved it is, the more it will learn. 
Slide 30 
If you want you can also apply the signals of involvement in video 1 ‘write dancing’. 
Slide 31 
The students can give a level of involvement.  When the level is low, the teacher need to adapt her 
activity. 
You can discuss how to adapt the activity. 
Slide 32-33 
Some examples of screening-  red and orange – you have to work on involvement as a teacher 
Slide 34 
Again it is explained when you are able to observe. 
 
Slide 35-38                     4. Holistic view on development 
 
Up from observation of well-being and involvement and reflection on linkedness, the students 
focus on the needs of the child in order to how to adapt the learning environment of the child.  
At the end of the workshop the students looks at the different competences of the child to be 
aware that all this competences are there. For some children you need to focus on different 
comptences then eg. cognitive competences. 
 
Slide 35 
Here we focus on Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory the stress to see the child in the whole 
context. This is important for the holistic view, for communication, collaboration and adapt where 
necessary.  The students can reflect on this. 
 
Slide 36 
The students need to think how an activity as making puzzles can be more than a cognitive way of 
working. They need to find how you can integrate other ways of development. 
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Thomas likes to observe and manipulate. So maybe, to start, he is not eager to make the puzzle or 
to do what the teacher expect. The teacher can motivate the child, but the child maybe wants to 
make a railway to play with a train.   
Slide 37 
The students see how it is necessary to take in account all kind of development not only the 
cognitive development. 
Slide 38 
An good practice of using all domains of development to observe and later on to talk about it with 
other teachers, persons or parents. 
 
Slide 39                          Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  CAN THE STUDENTS FIND THE 6 KEYS IN THIS EXAMPLE? 

You write down where you find the keywords in the case study 

Key Where do you find it ? 
Explain 

Comment ? 
Questions you can ask to 
students to observe more 
focused ? 

Collaboration  The teacher of Thomas talks a lot with the parents in 
order to know Thomas belter. Is not explicit in the 
presentation. 
Slide 21-22 
Slide 35 

How can we involve 
parents, other partners in 
school ?  How can we 
collaborate ? 

Reflection All exercises  in part 1,2,3 and 4 are inviting the 
students to reflect. 
 

Do we reflect enough ? Do 
we make time to reflect ? 

Holistic 
observation 

This is the focus of this good practice. 
 

What is the vision of the 
school starting from the 
needs of the child ? 
What is the pressure of the 
curriculum ? 

Ethos / Which values does a school 
need to integrate well-
being, involvement and 
linkedness in relation to 
the holistic view on 
development of the child. 

Adaptation How to adapt the context to improve ‘involvement, 
well-being and linkedness’ 

 

Communication The importance of observation and communication. 
Linkedness is one component you can use in this area. 
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7.  ADAPTATION: How can the good practice example become a best practice? What can you add ? 

 

Key How can the good practice be improved to best practice? 
 

Collaboration Two teachers/educators can gave an added value to support the holistic view in 
development of the child. 

Reflection It is good teachers/education have a Slidery where they can write down ‘situations’ 
of observations of children. After observing a few times, the can summarize 
observations and reflect on it. 

Holistic 
observation 

This is fully done in this good practice. 

Ethos The question here can be : is every child accepted as it is related to his background. 
Acceptance, tolerance  are necessary 

Adaptation Education/teachers can adapt the activities, materials and classroom and out-side 
environment in order to the needs of the child. 

Communication Communication with the child can be more stimulated. 

 

 

 

 


