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Inclusive Education in The Netherlands  

Definition. Inclusive education in the Netherlands is called “Appropriate Education”. This is 

the name for hoe the new way of teaching children who need extra support is organized 

With ‘Appropriate Education’ more children can, with additional support, remain in regular 

education. 

 

Policy.  The Law introduced ‘Appropriate Education’ on August 1, 2014. The purpose of 

‘Appropriate Education’ is to address the problems with the old system and to reduce the 

number of school truants. The purpose of the new law is that all children, including children 

who need extra support in the classroom, get an ‘Appropriate Education’ place.  

The essence of education remains the same: to challenge each child to get the best out of 

themselves. The starting point for ‘Appropriate Education’ is for all children to go to a regular 

school.  If inappropriate then the child goes to a special education school. 

The school system in the Netherlands has                                                              

 Mainstream schools  

 Special primary education (SBO) to provide more intensive support than mainstream 

schools. The groups are smaller and the teachers know more about learning disabilities 

and behavioral problems. 

 Special Needs Education for children with a (severe) physical, sensory or mental 

disability, or pupils with severe behavioral disorder or psychiatric disorder.  

The new law is the most radical for the mainstream schools now they have a duty of care. That 

means they are responsible to provide a suitable place for all children who need extra support. 

To ensure that all children receive an appropriate place, schools have formed regional 

partnerships, in these partnerships mainstream and special education work together. 

Teacher’s education. In the Netherlands teacher, training is at bachelor degree level. The 

teacher training lasts 4 years. The Minister of Education finds that the level of teachers must 

be raised. Therefore the quality of teacher training colleges and teacher training must be 

improved. It is intended that each student from 2016 fulfils the legal expertise requirements. 

This means that new teachers can adequately deal with differences between pupils. 

At the Hanzehogeschool of Groningen, the training focuses on knowledge, teaching 

methodology, skills and attitude aspects needed to assume the role of teacher. The student 

works on his own knowledge base. Aspects such as differences between pupils, classroom 

management (combination groups), promoting collaboration and modelling active instruction 

as well as issues associated with a range of special needs is taught.  

 

Needs and challenges. Appropriate education starts in the classroom. Teachers know best 

what children need and what support suits them the best. For teachers, the challenge is to see 

the differences and figure out what the learner needs. Dealing with diversity is not new, but 

because of the new law, there will be more children from special schools in the mainstream 

schools. There is a challenge to prepare new teachers to this new situation of inclusive 

education.  


