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TITLE    

A deaf child in the kindergarten  
Lukas, 3 years old 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

In the kindergarten good conditions for development of Lukas are created. Lukas is 
three years old boy having a hearing disability. In order to meet Lukas’ needs, 
teachers cooperate not only between themselves, but also with Lukas’ parents and 
surdo-pedagogue. There are two models of collaboration present in the case: 
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary.  
Communication between all participants of education is open and clear. Teachers 
communicate with children and parents in a professional way. 
Seeking to implement a successful inclusion, teachers make a holistic observation: 
of his well-being, behavior, emotions and feelings, his achievements, especially his 
verbal communication.  
Teachers constantly make individual reflections and reflections in groups, involving 
all the specialists, parents and children.  
Teachers seek to get to know every child’s social or ethnic background, culture and 
abilities. They take that knowledge into account in order to implement inclusive 
education. The uniqueness of a child is perceived as a possibility, not a problem.  
Teaching content, material, methods, assignments are adopted for every child 
according to her/his needs and their developmental speed. 

 

USED MATERIALS 

- POWERPOINT (21 slides) 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE GOOD PRACTICE 

Lukas is three years old. He has a hearing disability. In order to hear language and 
surrounding sounds, the boy has got a cochlear implant. Lukas also has a skin 
disorder, therefore, he needs more care than usual. He has a supportive family who 
want what is best for their son. 
The parents noticed that Lukas ability to communicate didn’t improve much after 
the cochlear implant was installed. Parents started to discuss Lukas’ future – if he 
needs to go to an ordinary kindergarten or to a special one for deaf children. Lukas’ 
mother is deaf as well. Father can hear. Lukas’ mother was concerned that if he joins 
the group of hearing children, he will not learn sign language and consequently he’ll 
be lost for the Deaf community. Also, it will create a big distance between Lukas and 
his mother. So, she decided not to agree to let Lukas to an kindergarten for hearing 
children. 
Lukas father’s position was the opposite. He wanted Lukas to grow as a “normal” 
child. He was thinking that otherwise Lukas will be deprived from many advantages 
that hearing people have in comparison with the deaf ones. He actually didn’t like 



that his wife had developed such a strong identity of belonging to a Deaf community. 
He thought, this identity separates her from the rest of society. And he didn’t want 
that to happen to Lukas. So, he strongly supported the idea to let Lukas to a 
kindergarten for hearing people. 
After some argument they had, they decided to go to a kindergarten which claims to 
be inclusive and to talk to its headmaster. Headmaster tried to convince Lukas’ 
parents that their kindergarten is the right place for Lukas to go. The real story of 
Lukas is presented in the slides as the arguments of the headmaster.  
The private kindergarten „X“ follows an educational program which pays attention 
to each child’s individual needs, and implements individualization and differentiation 
in education. The branch that is offered for Lukas has 25 children ages 2 to 5. There 
are at least 3 teachers and a preceptor (supporting personnel) in a group, and they 
are often helped by 2 teacher assistants. Therefore, one teacher usually works with 
5-6 children. The kindergarten is situated in the special school for deaf children. Thus, 
teachers have possibility to consult with surdo-pedagogues. 
Since hearing disability affects a child's ability to communicate, and communication 
is necessary for socialization, Lukas’ parents worry that their child will have 
difficulties developing relationships with other people, making friends, and 
participating in social activities. They wish their son to make progress in language 
development and to become independent and self-sufficient. They also expect the 
kindergarten to support the development of Lukas’ self-esteem and social 
confidence. 
Lukas has been attending the kindergarten for half a year now. At the beginning he 
was shy, used to play alone, and avoided communicating with other children. This 
period lasted for about two months.  
At the beginning teachers started to observe Lukas constantly in order to get to know 
him better. Lukas behavior, his relations to other children and teachers were 
observed, also his likes and dislikes, his way of communicating. Teachers tried to talk 
to Lukas in order to know him better and to build trustful relationship with him.  The 
folder with the observation results evaluating Lukas’ development was filled in by all 
teachers and discussed with Lukas’ parents, other teachers and with the surdo-
pedagogue. The further planning of the teaching and learning process of Lukas was 
discussed between all the above mentioned partners. Organized activities were 
differentiated, individualized according to Lukas’ abilities, likes and needs. That gave 
the opportunity for Lukas to develop different skills at his own speed. In addition, 
Lukas worked with a surdo-pedagogue twice a week. The surdo-pedagogue gave 
recommendations to Lukas’s parents and teachers.  
Teachers develop the learning material themselves. The classroom is subdivided into 
different areas aimed for developing different skills of children. Teachers observe 
which areas are avoided by the children, analyze why and try to make it more 
attractive. Learning material is adopted or created for every child individually, 
according to children’s developmental speed.  
Teachers encourage other children to play with Lukas, to involve him into their 
activities. The kindergarten pays a big attention towards the development of such 
values as acceptance, tolerance, respect for any kind of otherness. For example, 
Lukas’ friends constantly take care of the boy to make sure his cochlear implant 
hasn’t fallen out, or cream has been applied to his skin.  
Now Lukas feels very well, makes friends with other children easily, and readily plays 
with them. He is an active participant in all the activities; he has good achievements 
in all the developmental areas and keeps up with other children in their 
development. He likes to go to the kindergarten, and his parents are satisfied. 

 



EXPLANATION of used words/terms 

A cochlear implant is a surgically implanted electronic device that provides a sense 
of sound to a person who is profoundly deaf or severely hard of hearing. 
Surdo-pedagogue provides a special professional assistance for hearing  
 

 

POSSIBLE LESSON PLAN - ORFS 

1) Read the slides, look at the photos. Pay attention at the 6 aspects of inclusive 
education: 

o Collaboration 
o Communication 
o Reflection 
o Holistic observation 
o Ethos 
o Adjustments 

Make 6 groups of students and choose one aspect of inclusive education to discuss 
in the group. Find how the chosen aspect of inclusive education is implemented in 
the described case.  Give your arguments. 
 
2) Read the slide No 2. Make several groups and discuss in the groups the described 
situation. Answer the following questions: 
- What would be your advice to Lukas’ parents – to let Lukas to join the 
kindergarten or not? Why? Give your arguments. 
- Discuss the aspects of inclusive education that need improvement. What would you 
improve in the kindergarten to make it better place for Lukas? Write down your 
suggestions how to improve process of inclusion in the analyzed case. 
 
Present your findings. Answer the questions of other students and teacher. 
  

 

6.  CAN THE STUDENTS FIND THE 6 KEYCOMPONENTS IN THIS EXAMPLE? 

You write down where you find the keywords in the case study 

Key Where do you find it? 
Explain 

Comment? 
Questions 
you can ask 
students to 
observe 
more 
focused? 

Collaboration  Which partners are 
involved in the support of 
a child?  
What models of 
collaboration can be 
distinguished in the 
present case? Give your 
arguments.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearing_impairment#Diagnosis


In what ways and what 
activities parents are 
involved? 
What are the results of 
parents – teachers’ 
collaboration? 
What would you propose 
for improvement of 
collaboration between all 
the partners? 

Reflection  Does reflection take place 
in the educational 
process? What are the 
indications of reflection 
presented in the case? Do 
all the participants of the 
educational process make 
their reflections?  
What aspects of the 
educational process are 
reflected upon? 

Holistic 
observation 

 What is the way you can 
recognize the holistic 
approach while observing 
a child? 
What do you think about 
the well-being of a child in 
this kindergarten? Where 
do you learn that from? 
What domains of children 
development mentioned 
in the case show the 
holistic approach? 
Evaluate. 
What can you say about 
the level of involvement 
of Lukas in various 
activities? 



Ethos Slide No 3 - The kindergarten philosophy is based on 
understanding that every child is unique. The 
institution follows an educational program, which 
pays attention to each child’s individual needs and 
likes, with an emphasis on educational 
individualization and differentiation.  
Slide No 4 - Kindergarten “X” is a part of the 
international Erasmus+ project 
“Democracy for children in preschool 1–6 year”.  
Slide No 8, 9, 10 – Teachers value child’s 
individuality, pay attention to their needs and 
achievements while planning educational activities.  
Slide No 15 - The kindergarten develops respect, 
acceptance, and tolerance for any kind of otherness. 

How can you describe the 
ethos of the 
kindergarten?  
Is the equal participation 
of all children (with 
different social, cultural 
background or abilities) 
provided in the 
educational process? By 
what means? Are 
different needs of 
children equally fulfilled?  
Give some examples. 
 
 
 

Adaptation  Are the teaching content, 
material, methods, 
assignments adopted for 
every child according to 
her/his developmental 
speed? Is the 
environment adopted to 
children’s needs? How? 
Does a child receive a 
special pedagogical 
assistance, if it is needed? 
What kind of assistance? 
Is it sufficient enough? 
 
 

Communication  How would you describe 
communication between 
teachers themselves, 
teachers and children, 
teachers and parents, 
teachers and other 
specialists? Give your 
arguments.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7.  ADAPTATION: How can the students use the ‘REACH’ framework to develop the good 
practice examples into best practice? What can you add? 

Key How can the good practice be improved to best practice? 
 

Reflection   

Ethos  

Adaptation  

Collaboration  

Communication  

Holistic 
observation  

 

 

 

Further comment 


