
 

TEACHERS TEMPLATE 

GOOD PRACTICE 

TITLE 

An immigrant child from Iraq Republic 
Abdurrahman, 5 years old. 

 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

Immigrant children face many special educational needs and circumstances. These mostly include 
poverty, the challenge of learning a new language, coping with emotional stress while trying to 
adjust to new social norms and a new institutional environment, confronting prejudice and 
discrimination in the new country, family disruptions or separations and inadequate social support 
to help them to compensate for broken community ties in their native countries and loss of 
support necessary for psychological well- being in addition to likely traumas due to war (Vernez & 
Abrahamse, 1996).  In order to cope with these various challenges, schools, governments and 
voluntary actions are needed.  
Abdurrahman is a 56 months old boy migrated from Iraq Republic to Turkey because of war. He 
had a middle-upper socioeconomic level in his home country. His father was a medical doctor in 
Iraq Republic. He lost his father due to a bomb attack and he migrated to Turkey right after his 
father’s death with his mother when he was 4 years old. Abdurrahman’s teacher, Aylin, states that 
although he didn’t know Turkish when he first came to the school, he didn’t have any problems to 
orient himself to the environment. She thinks this is because he needed attention and favor. She 
also states that his cognitive, fine motor and social-emotional skills are higher compared to his 
Turkish peers. These advantages of Abdurrahman make him easier to deal with as a student who 
needs extra assistance. Abdurrahman and Aylin built a warm and affective relationship as soon as 
he began to school. Aylin implies that this situation might make his orientation and learning 
process easier.   
This case involves the communication, adaptation and ethos aspects of inclusive education. 

 

USED MATERIALS 

INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS (INTERVIEW WITH THE TEACHER AYLİN) 
 
WRITTEN CASE STUDY 
 
DRAMA MATERIALS (A DOLL, A TOY GUN, PHOTOS TAKEN DURING WAR, VARIOUS TOYS)  
 
MOOVLY VIDEO 
 
FIND YOUR OWN WAY IN THE ADAPTATION FOREST GAME  

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE GOOD PRACTICE 

Abdurrahman is a 56 months old boy migrated from Iraq Republic to Turkey because of war. He 
lost his father due to a bomb attack and he migrated to Turkey right after his father’s death with 
his mother when he was 4 years old. He and his family had recourse to Immigrant Office of Turkish 
Republic. They are settled to Balikesir Province and their official affairs transfer to the local 



immigrant office. There are two different groups of immigrants; these are guests and immigrant 
citizens. Immigrant citizens have their Turkish Republic citizenship numbers while the others have 
not. Thus, there are guest and immigrant citizen students in schools. Usually, guest students are 
absent from school. Abdurrahman and his family had their Turkish citizenship numbers. He has to 
attend the school regularly like other students. He spoke Arabic and he didn’t know any Turkish 
when he first came to the school.  He was able to learn Turkish by the help of the course given by 
school administration. Another course for parents and other immigrant adults is given by Public 
Education Center. These courses are not obligatory. Abdurrahman and his family are eager to learn 
Turkish so they completed the courses and learnt Turkish immediately.  
Immigrant Office and the Directorate of National Education work together for replacement and 
arranging informative meetings. For example, Immigrant Office and Public Education Center 
arranged an informative meeting about immigrant’s legal rights and obligations in 18th December 
International Immigrants Day.  
In schools, classroom teachers, counseling service, administration and families (not only parents 
because some children may only have second degree relatives) collaborate to enhance children’s 
learning and psychosocial development. Abdurrahman’s mother and his teacher meet regularly 
every week and they ask counseling service’s advice if it is needed. These efforts are voluntary 
because there is no legislation about the inclusion of the immigrant children to the schools in 
Turkey. Teacher manages daily schedule and save some extra time for Abdurrahman as she can. 
She uses repetition, questions and answers and she gives opportunities for translation of Arabic 
and Turkish languages. Teacher often uses drama techniques and involves him to all activities.  
In Abdurrahman’s school, immigrant families are welcomed and supported. They encourage 
attending meetings of Parent- Teachers Association. For example, the school organized a fair for 
socializing immigrant and other families. In this fair, the local values of immigrants like foods, 
artifacts and plays are presented and celebrated.   

 

EXPLANATION of used words/terms 

Immigrant: someone who comes to live in a different country 

 

POSSIBLE LESSONPLAN -ORFS 

Collaboration 
Make small groups and talk about possible collaborators in an inclusive setting. 
 
Adaptation 
Create a drama activity for participants to think about the situations of immigrant children. For this 
drama activity, create a story about a boy who lost his way in the forest.  Let participants discuss 
what he is doing there. The main idea here is for participants to think the possible effects of war.  
 
Ethos 
Think about Abdurrahman’s case and review the implementations for ethical considerations in the 
school. If you were an immigrant child or family what would you need more? Show moovly video 
of Abdurrahman’s case.  
 
Suggestions (adaptations)  
Play the game “Find your own way in the adaptation forest”. Main goal here is reviewing key 
concepts about this case and adaptations.  
 

 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/turkish/live_1


6.  CAN THE STUDENTS FIND THE 6 KEY COMPONENTS IN THIS EXAMPLE? 

You write down where you find the keywords in the case study 

Key Where do you find it? 
Explain 

Comment? 
Questions you can ask to 
students to observe more 
focused? 

Collaboration   
Video   
Collaboration of the parents and the teacher 
Collaboration of the teacher and the school 
management 
Collaboration of school management and other 
stakeholders. 

Which partners are involved in 
the support of a child?  
What models of collaboration 
can be distinguished in the 
present case? Give your 
arguments.  
In what ways and what 
activities parents are involved? 
What are the results of 
parents – teachers’ 
collaboration? 
What would you propose for 
improvement of collaboration 
between all the partners? 

Reflection Interview with Aylin 
Aylin and other responsible educators in the 
school meet regularly to reflect about 
Abdurrahman’s progress. 

Does reflection take place in 
the educational process? What 
are the indications of 
reflection presented in the 
case? Do all the participants of 
the educational process make 
their reflections?  
What aspects of the 
educational process are 
reflected upon? 

Holistic 
observation 

Interview with Aylin 
 
Teacher observation records about children 

What is the way you can 
recognize the holistic approach 
while observing a child? 
What do you think about the 
well-being of a child in this 
educational institution? Where 
do you learn that from? 
What domains of children 
development mentioned in the 
case show the holistic 
approach? Evaluate. 

Ethos  Written case 
The teacher’s attitude towards the child is positive. 
She is trying to do her best although she faced 
many challenges in the beginning. 
Moovly 
Learning Turkish and joining in-and-out classroom 
activities helps the immigrant children in terms of 
equal participation. For example in Abdurrahman’s 
school they organized a charity organization with 

How can you describe the 
ethos of this educational 
institution?  
Is the equal participation of all 
children (with different social, 
cultural background or 
abilities) provided in the 
educational process? By what 
means? Are the staff prepared 



the participation of parents, students and other 
members of the community. 

to work with culturally and 
socially different children and 
with children with different 
abilities?  Are different needs 
of children equally fulfilled? 
Give your arguments and 
some examples.   

Adaptation Written case 
Teacher manages daily schedule and save some 
extra time for Abdurrahman as she can. She uses 
repetition, questions and answers and she gives 
opportunities for translation of Arabic and Turkish 
languages. Teacher often uses drama techniques 
and involves him to all activities.  
 

Are the teaching content, 
material, methods, 
assignments adopted for every 
child according to her/his 
developmental speed? Is the 
environment adapted to 
children’s needs? How? Does a 
child receive a special 
pedagogical assistance, if it is 
needed? What kind of 
assistance? Is it sufficient 
enough?  

Communication  Moovly 
Teachers, school counselor, school management 
and parents meet regularly to discuss 
Abdurrahman’s progress.   
 

How would you describe 
communication between 
teachers and children, 
teachers and parents? Give 
your arguments.  
 

 

7.  ADAPTATION: How can the good practice example become a best practice? What can you add? 

Key How can the good practice be improved to best practice? 
 

Collaboration Routine meetings between the psychological counselor, the psychiatrist, the teacher 
and the parents should be set for evaluating the progression and make the child’s 
learning better in terms of language and adapting a different culture.  

Reflection The teacher shares her reflection records with other teachers who also have 
immigrant children in their class and they determine the next steps.  

Holistic 
observation 

Teacher holds observation records about children to observe the participation, well 
being and inclusion of children.  

Ethos It is important to focus on Abdurrahman’s strengths for other children to be aware 
of individual differences and respect cultural and personal diversity in the setting.   

Adaptation  Teacher should aim to increase active activities in the classroom. Teacher manages 
daily schedule and save some extra time for Abdurrahman as she can. She uses 
repetition, questions and answers and she gives opportunities for translation of 
Arabic and Turkish languages. Teacher often uses drama techniques and involves 
him to all activities. By this way, the time they spend inside the classroom will be 
longer gradually. Teacher can benefit from Abdurrahman’s talents.   

Communication Communication between teachers, school counselor, school management and 
parents should be supported.  
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